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TAGS: EEC, PFOR, PO, El 

SUBJECT: US/EC CONSULTATIONS: PORTUGAL 
REF: DUBLIN 555 (NOTAL) 

1. IN COURSE OF CONVERSATION WITH IRISH POLITICAL DIRECTOR NOEL 
DORR MARCH 27, WE ASKED FOR LATEST THINKING ON PORTUGUESE SIT- 
UATION. HE REPLIED THAT, AS WE WOULD HAVE SEEN FROM FONMIN FITZ- 
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EVENTS IN PORTUGAL. AT THE MOMENT, HOWEVER, IT WAS "NOT POSSIBLE" 

TO MAKE AN APPROACH IN LISBON ON BEHALF OF THE EC. (WHILE DORR 
DID NOT SPECIFICALLY SAY THAT PARIS WAS BLOCKING AN EC APPROACH, 

WE GOT THIS CLEAR IMPRESSION FROM THE CONVERSATION.) THE OTHER 
POSSIBILITY WOULD BE FOR IRELAND TO MAKE A BILATERAL DEMARCHE, 

BUT DORR FRANKLY THOUGHT THAT IRELAND DID NOT CARRY MUCH WEIGHT IN 
LISBON AND "AN INDIVIDUAL APPROACH WOULD NOT BE MISSED." DORR ALSO 
COMMENTED THAT THE "IMMEDIATE FOCUS OF CONCERN" HAD NOW PASSED, 
SINCE THE NEW PORTUGUESE CABINET HAD ALREADY BEEN NAMED. ON THE 
OTHER HAND, ELECTIONS ARE STILL COMING UP, AND DORR THOUGH IT 
POSSIBLE THAT SOMETHING USEFUL COULD BE SAID TO THE PROTUGUESE 
IN THAT CONTEXT. 

2. DORR NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT THE OTHER EC COUNTRIES HAVE STILL 
NOT PROVIDED ANSWERES TO IRELAND'S QUESTIONS. TWO IN PARTICULAR 
REMAINED IMPORTANT: 

(A) IS IT POSSIBLE THAT AN EC DEMARCH MIGHT ACTUALLY CAUSE A 
REACTION FROM THE MILITARY THAT WOULD DAMAGE THE STANDING OF THE 
MODERATES IN THE LISBON GOVERNMENT? IN THIS CONNECTION, DORR SAID 
THE IRISH WOULD BE MORE RELAXED IF THEY KNEW WHO OR WHAT HAD 
GIVEN THE GERMANS THEIR CAUSE FOR CONCERN. IF SOARES OR ANOTHER 
MODERATE MINISTER HAD REQUESTED AN EC APPROACH, THEN OF COURSE IT 
COULD BE ASSUMED THAT THE APPROACH WOULD BENEFIT THE MODERATES. 

(B) WHERE DO THE SOVIETS FIT IN? THE GERMAN REFERENCE TO "PRAGUE 
'48" HAD NATURALLY RAISED SOME EYEBROWS. IT IMPLIED THAT THE 
SOVIETS WERE PLAYING AN AGGESSIVE ROLE IN PORTUGAL. THE IRISH ARE 
PUZZLED BY THIS, HOWEVER, AS THEY WOULD HAVE THOUGHT THE SOVIETS 
WOULD NOT WISH TO MAKE THAT KIND OF TROUBLE AT THIS TIME. FROM 
SEVERAL COMMENTS DORR MADE, WE GATHERED THAT HE WAS NOT SATISFIED 
WITH BRIEFINGS FROM IRELAND'S EC PARTNERS ON NATO DISCUSSIONS. 

3. COMMENT: IRISH NOW APPEAR CAUTIOUSLY WILLING TO BE HELPFUL 
BUT NATURALLY CANNOT MOVE UNLESS THERE IS UNANIMITY IN EC. IN EC 
COUNCILS, THEY ARE PROBABLY LISTENING RATHER THAN PRESSING STRONG- 
LY FOR A MANDATE. THEY MIGHT BE PERSUADED TO PLAY A MORE ACTIVE 
ROLE IF THEIR QUESTIONS COULD BE ANSWERED MORE FULLY. THEY ARE 
CLEARLY AFRAID THAT, AS A SMALL POWER OUTSIDE NATO, THEY ARE 

NOT GETTING ALL THE INFORMATION THEY NEED TO AVOID MISTAKES. 
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